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EDUCATIONAL PREPARATION FOR ENTRY TO PRACTICE

POSITION 

The Canadian Association of Schools of Nursing (CASN) and Canadian Nurses Association (CNA) believe
the following:

• A baccalaureate degree in nursing is the educational entry-to-practice standard1 for registered nurses in Canada. 

• The responsibility for supporting baccalaureate entry to practice is shared among individual nurses, nursing
regulatory bodies, nursing organizations, employers, educational institutions and governments.
Responsibilities include, but are not limited to, those outlined below.

Responsibilities 

Individual nurses2 have the responsibility to support nursing students to attain the competencies necessary to
provide safe, competent, and ethical nursing care.3

Nursing regulatory bodies have the legislated authority to set the educational and other requirements to ensure
safe, competent, ethical practice by new graduates entering the practice of nursing.

Nursing organizations have the responsibility to promote collaboration between education and practice settings
regarding the preparation of new graduates in nursing.

Employers of nurses have the responsibility to:

• provide access to a variety of clinical placements for students;

• seek out and use the best empirical evidence available concerning recruitment, retention and staffing
practices, ensuring that nurses have the appropriate educational levels to meet the needs of the clientele
served; and

• Support diploma-prepared registered nurses who wish to obtain baccalaureate education in nursing.

Educational institutions and nurse educators have the responsibility to: 

• prepare new graduates with the competencies necessary to provide safe, competent and ethical nursing care
in a variety of settings and with a wide range of clients4 through a curriculum that responds to the current
and evolving needs of the health care system; and

• advocate collaboratively for baccalaureate education with other professional nursing organizations.

1 For the purpose of this position statement, the term standard refers to a “generally accepted practice.” (Neufelt & Guralnik, 1996, p. 1306). 
2 For the purpose of this position statements, the term nurse refers to a registered nurse
3 (CNA, 2002).
4 For the purpose of this position statement, the term “client” refers to an individual, a family, and group, community or population.



Governments have the responsibility to:

• provide the funding necessary for high quality baccalaureate entry-level programs, including supporting
the conversion of diploma programs (where they exist) into baccalaureate programs;

• provide sufficient numbers of seats in nursing programs to meet the health care needs of Canadians;

• foster collaboration between the nursing community and the ministries of health and foster education to
ensure that nursing education is responsive to current and future needs; and

• support graduate programs to ensure that there are adequate numbers of well-prepared professors available
to teach in nursing programs.

BACKGROUND

Since 1982, all provincial and territorial nurses associations in Canada have agreed that a baccalaureate degree
in nursing should be the entry requirement for the profession. Most provincial and territorial regulatory bodies
have achieved this goal. To become a nurse, in most Canadian provinces and territories, a student must obtain
a degree in nursing.5 The majority of new graduates in Canada today hold a degree in nursing.6

Nurse graduates require a broad-based preparation that includes a breadth of knowledge and skills from nursing
and related disciplines to meet the complex client health needs in constantly evolving practice environments.
Preparation at the baccalaureate level provides the foundation necessary for safe interdisciplinary practice and for
the ethical, accountable and competent professional nursing practice required to enter the profession. Preparation
at the baccalaureate level prepares nurses to work with individuals, families, groups, communities and populations
in diverse settings. Baccalaureate preparation is a foundation for interdisciplinary practice.

In every province except Quebec, new graduates must pass the Canadian Registered Nurse Examination
(CRNE) once they have graduate from an approved program. This examination is updated continuously by
CNA to reflect the growth in knowledge and evolving standards of practice of Canadian registered nurses.

There is growing evidence that baccalaureate-prepared nurses are most able to provide safe, ethical, cost-
effective and high quality nursing care for Canadians.7
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